DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELOR EDUCATION & COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY
___________________________________________________

CECP 686: Issues in education and counseling for Asians and Asian Americans

COURSE OUTLINE

(Winter 2003)

Class Meetings: Wednesday, 6 – 8:50 p.m.
Credit: 3 credit hours
Instructor: D.M. Talbot, Ph.D.
Doctoral Intern: Jin Abe (OISS)
Office Phone:  387-5122
Office Phone:  387-5866

Home Phone:  373-3926
Home Phone:  321-2697

E-mail: Talbot@wmich.edu
E-mail: jin.abe@wmich.edu
Office hours:
Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday, 9am-noon
Pre-requisites: Permission of Instructor

[This seminar is based on a similar course developed and taught by my mentor, Dr. Marylu McEwen.]

Course Description

This course is designed to provide an in-depth exploration of the counseling and education issues for Asians and Asian Americans. The overarching goal of the course is to increase awareness, knowledge, motivation, and skills of educators and helping professionals to work more effectively with Asians and Asian Americans. Substantial attention will be placed on concerns related to intercultural differences, awareness of personal perceptions and potential biases regarding Asians, and the development and integration of new knowledge, skills and behaviors.

Goals and Objectives
1.  To consider and reconsider constructs and issues of power, oppression, and racism, especially as they pertain to ourselves and to the development and experience of Asians and Asian Americans.

2.  To explore the history, including economic, educational, and sociopolitical climates, of Asian Americans in the United States.

3.  To consider and critique psychological constructs both frequently used and potentially useful in studying and understanding Asians and Asian Americans.

4.  To examine the participation and experience of Asian Americans in education and traditional counseling.

5.  To identify and discuss themes revealed by Asians and Asian Americans through fiction and non-fiction, including issues of oppression, culture, race, ethnicity, family, and gender.

6.  To consider and examine the myth of Asian Americans as the model minority.

7.  To consider carefully the inclusivity and applicability of theoretical perspectives and constructs we are studying to the range and diversity of Asians and Asian Americans.

8.  To review, analyze, and critique research and research findings about Asians and Asian Americans, especially in regard to development, education, and counseling.

9.  To consider the ways in which characteristics such as gender, sexual orientation, age, disability, class, ethnicity, and immigrant status interact with race and culture, and affect and/or contribute to the development and experience of Asians and Asian Americans.

10.  To develop a spirit of reflection, inquiry, and critical thinking about Asian and Asian American issues.

11. To examine the differences and different issues for Asians versus Asian Americans.

12.  To explore together, challenge ourselves, and learn from one another.

Academic Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities
Both in compliance with and in the spirit of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), we would like to work with you if you have a disability that is relevant to your work in this course.  If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact one of the instructors as soon as possible.

Textbooks

Asian Women United of California.  (1989).  Making waves:  An anthology of writings by and about Asian American women.  Boston:  Beacon Press.

Chan, Sucheng.  (1991).  Asian Americans:  An interpretive history.  New York:  Twayne.

Espiritu, Yen Le.  (1992).  Asian American panethnicity:  Bridging institutions and identities.  Philadelphia:  Temple University Press.

Lee, Evelyn.  (Ed.).  (1997).  Working with Asian Americans:  A guide for clinicians.  New York:  Guilford.

Nakanishi, Don T., & Nishida, Tina Yamano (Eds.).  (1995).  The Asian American educational experience:  A source book for teachers and students.  New York:  Routledge.

Fiction.

There will also be other assigned readings in a Reading Pak.

Seminar Expectations
As a group, we will participate in the design of the seminar and will develop our expectations for one another as part of the group.  As the instructors, we hope that you will read widely and deeply about Asians and Asian Americans; that you will infuse into your reading, your thinking, and your actions consideration of the ethnic, national, gender, generational, social class, immigrant status, and other (sexual orientation, ability and disability, religious) dimensions of diversity among Asians and Asian Americans; that you will be prepared for each seminar; and that you will be highly engaged participants in the seminar.  Our wish is that this seminar aspire to the true definitions of a seminar and, as such, we will ask each of you to share in leading group discussions and activities from week to week.

Outline
January 8th
Introductions



Overview and design of course

January 15th
Demographic characteristics of Asian Americans and Asians in the U.S.


Themes in the history of Asians/Asian Americans in the United States

January 22
Connections between history and contemporary issues

[MLK Week]

January 29
Asian and Asian American families:  Contrasts, context and culture

February 5
Assimilation, acculturation, and other psychological constructs for Asians in the U.S.



And Asian Americans

February 12
Racial and ethnic identity, theories of acculturation

February 19
Racial and ethnic identity, theories of acculturation (continued)

February 26
Biracial and multiracial identity

March 3-7  
Spring Break

March 12
Education for Asians and Asian Americans

March 19
Asian Americans and higher education

March 26
Asian Americans and models of student development

April 2nd
Instructors will be at ACPA.

Career development, counseling and psychotherapy, and psychopathology

April 9th
New models

April 16th
Asian American activism



April 23rd
Changing and transforming our practice as educators and counselors – 


Reframing.  Conclusions and wrap-up; Evaluation

Guest speakers and panels
To be arranged: panelists will include Japanese, Korean, Indian, Chinese, Filipino, Malaysian, Taiwanese, Vietnamese, S.E. Asian (refugees)

Grading

Assignments:
Attached to this syllabus are a list of assignments from which you must complete. These assignments will form a portfolio that you must submit for a final grade. You will obtain points for each assignment. It should be noted that points shown for each assignment are the maximum. However, completion of assignment does not guarantee maximum points. 

Students will complete all assignments with integrity and in a timely fashion.  All written assignments will follow APA Guidelines (4th edition).  

Readings (50):  Students are expected to complete the assigned readings prior to class and bring in three written discussion questions, which will be turned in at the end of each class.
Class Participation (50): Your involvement in class discussions/group activities and your ability to integrate the readings into the discussions/activities are important aspects of this course.  You will be required to participate in several group exercises. 

Evaluation (50):  Feedback is critical for our development as professional.  Therefore, you will receive regular verbal feedback from me, as well as from your classmates.  You will also be evaluated on written assignments.  

Class Presentation (50):  Each student will give class presentation. Details regarding presentation are outlined in section on assignments.  Class feedback will be given on each presentation.  Evaluation form will be used to evaluate the class presentation.  

Points breakdown for each assignments are as follows: 
50 = excellent 
40 = above average 
30 = good 
20 = below average 
10 = poor
The grading scale for this course is listed below:
A:
191-200
BA:
181-190

B:
171-180

B:
161-170

CB:
151-160

C:
141-150
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